Coasteering Code of Conduct

Access to the coast in the UK is often taken for granted, however much of the coastline, and the
paths we use to access the coast, are privately owned. Coasteering providers should familiarise
themselves with land ownership of the sites they use, and any site specific access agreements that
are in place.

The coastline is also home to an abundance of wildlife ranging from spectacular birds of prey such as
the Peregrine Falcon, and internationally important nesting sites for sea birds, to rare plants and
lichens and delicate rocky shore species such as sponges and sea urchins. There are also inlets, caves
and remote beaches which are sanctuary for grey and common seals. Much of the coastline and
wildlife on our coast is protected by law from damage and disturbance, and as coasteering guides we
have a duty to lead activities on the coast with minimal impact to the environment and with respect
for wildlife and other users of the coast.

Before Activity:

e Before developing a new stretch of coast for coasteering, first find out about land ownership
/ access at the site, and contact local conservation organisations to determine if there is any
sensitive wildlife / geology etc in that area.

e For existing and established coasteering venues, ensure that you have up to date site
specific agreements in place for access and use of the coast for coasteering activities from
landowners, and relevant conservation organisations.

e Pass on any access agreements and conditions of use to coasteering guides during staff
training.

During Activity:

e Avoid disturbing wildlife whilst coasteering — be prepared to change your route if necessary.
Respect any site specific access agreements that are in place to protect wildlife from
disturbance / prevent damage to the environment.

e Show respect for other users of the coast — keep noise to a minimum when coasteering
along a tranquil stretch of the coast.

e Leave the coast tidier than it was when you arrived — where possible, pick up litter as you go,
and report any pollution incidents / environmental damage to the Environment Agency or
other relevant organisations.

e |f changing into or out of coasteering kit at the venue, be sure to brief your group to
maintain modesty at all times, and to use appropriate toilet facilities.

Suggested Guide Competencies for aspirant leaders....

Lead activity with 1) Show knowledge of any access issues / land ownership / conservation

good areas covering the coasteering location especially any site specific

environmental access agreements to protect the environment / wildlife.

awareness and 2) Minimise disturbance to wildlife / damage to environment during

with minimal activity.

impact on the 3) Lead activity with respect for other users of the coast.

environment and 4) Leave sites tidier than they were when you arrived.

wildlife. 5) Brief group to maintain modesty when changing into and out of kit, &
ensure groups use appropriate toilet facilities.




